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When Gob gave to Moses the blueprint 
of the Tabernacle He was ctircful to ineluile every 8e- 
lail, then, lest Moses should gel tho notion that be could 
improve on the original plan, God warned liim solemnly, 
"And look that thou make iliem after their pattern, 
wliich was shewed thi^e iii Lhe inounl," Cl»1, not Moses, 
was the areliltcct. To detido the plan wiv tlie pietoga- 
tlve of the Deil)'. No one date alter it so much as a 
hairbieadth. 

The New Testament Chureh also is budded after a 
pattern. Not the doctiinos only, but the methods are 
divinely given. Tho doctrines are eipiessly stated m so 
many words. Soms of the methods followed by the 
early Now TcstamcTit Churcli had l)een given by direct 
eommandj others were used by God's speoifii: approval, 
liaving obviously been commanded the apostles by 
the Spirit, The point is that when the New Testament 
canon was closed the blueprint for the age was com- 
plete, God has added nothing sineo that time. 



From God's tevealcd jjan we depart at oiir peril. 
Every departure has two eonseyueiices, iIjk jnunediate 
and the ri^iiiiife. The immediate touthes the individual 
and dinse cluse fn hira; the remule extends into the 
future to uiikiimvn times, and may tspaiid so far as 
to influcaiDe hir evil tlie wliole Cliureli of C;ed on earth. 
The (emptation to ialrodncf "new" thing! into the 
woii of God has always been tiio strong for some 
people to resist. ITie ChuioL lias suffered imto!d injuty 
at tlie hands ofwellintenlioiied hut misguided persons 
wfio have feU that they kiiow more about ruffining 
God's work than Christ and His apostles did, A solid 
Iraiu of bo>L car.< would not sufFjce to haul away the 
rehgLous tr jok whicli has been braiight into the !ervice 
of tho Churth with tiie Ijope of iiiiprovlDg on the 
original puttc™. These lliuigs liave been, one and all, 
positive hindraiii^es to the progress of tl.e Truth, and 
have M) altered the divinely-iilaiined slrgeture ifiat (he 
aposlles, were they to return to earth today, would 
scarcely reeognize the iiiijshapen thing which has 
resulted. 

Our Lord while on earth cleansed the Temple, and 
periodic cleansings have been necessary in the Chm-ch 
of Gtid Ihrnughout the ceiitiirie';. Ei'eiy generation 
is sore to have its ambitious amateur to tome up with 
some shiny gadget which he proceeds to urge upon the 
priests before the altar. That the Scriptures do not 
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Justify its ffldsteuce does not seem to bother him at 
gU. It Ib brought in anyway and presented in the very 
nanie of Orthodoxyr Soon it iii identified iu the minds 
of [he Christian public with all that is good and holy. 
Then, of course, to attack the gadget i^ to attack (be 
Truth itself. This is bti oM famihar technique so often 
and so long practiced by the devotees of error thai I mai- 
ve! how the children oi God can be taken in by it. 

We of the evangelical faitlj are in the rather awk- 
ward position of criticismg Roman Calliolicjsni for its 
weight of lonscriplural impedimenla and at the same 
time tulciHtihg in our own chm"ches a world of Eehgious 
fribblfl as bad as holy water or the elevated host. 
Heresy of method may be as deadly as heresy of mes- 
sage. Old-line FiolcBtanlihm has long ago been 
smothered to death by extra-sciiplural rubbish. Unless 
we of the gospel churches wake up soon we shall most 
surely <ile hy the same means, 

Within tlie last few years a new metliod lias been 
invented for impacCing spiiihial knowledge; or, to be 
more accurate^ it is not new at all, but is an adaptation 
of a gadget of some yeais standing, one which by its 
origin and baekgiound belongs not to the Church but 
to the world, Sume williin the fold of Iho Church have 
thrown tlieir mantTo over it, have "blessEjd it with a 
teit" and are now tir>'ing to show that it is the very 
gift of God for our day. But, however eloquent the 
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sales lalk, it is an unauthorized additkm ueveriLeless, 
and was never a part of tie paltem sTiown us on the 
mount. 

I refer, of course, to the religiuus movie- 

For th^ motion picture as such 1 have eo irratloDal 
3llerg;>'. It is a mechanical invention merely and is in 
its essence amoral; lliat i^, it is neither good nor bad, 
but neutral. ^Vith any physical ohjeut m any creature 
[acking the power of choice it could not be otherwise. 
Whether such an object is |l^fiflJl or harmful depends 
altogether upon who uses it and what he nges it for. 
No moral qualily attaches wliere there is no free 
(ihoiee. Sin and lighleousness lie in the wiQ. The 
motion picture is in the same clasB as the aiftomabfle, 
the typewriter, or thi- radio: a powerful mstrument 
for good or evd, depending ii[)on he™ it is applied. 

For teaching the fads of phvBical science the 
motion picture has been nscfal. The public schools 
have used it succR&hfuUy to (each health habits to 
children. Tiie army employed It (o speed up instruc- 
tion during the war. Tliat it has been of real service 
witiiiit its hmited field is freoly aokiiowledged here. 

Over agaiuit this ia the fact that the motion picture 
in evil hands has been a sourer of moral coriuption to 
milhouj, No one who values his reputation as a respon- 
sible adult will deny that the sex movie and the crime 
movie have done untold injury to the hves o£ countless 
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young people in our genetalifjn. The harm lies not 
in the instrument itself, but in tlie evil will of those 
who use it for their own solHsh ends. 

I am convinced that the modern i-eligious movie 
Is an eifanipte of the harmful Jiiisii^e of a neutral instru- 
ment. Tliere ms sound reasons for my behef. I am 
prepared to stute them. 

That I may be as clear as possible, let me esplain 
what I do and do not mean by the religious movie. I 
do not mi:an the missionary picture nor tlio travel 
picture which aims to focus attention upon one or 
another section of the world's great harvest field. These 
do not conn? niider discussion and will be left entirely 
out of consideration here. 

By the religimTS movie I mean tliat type of motioo 
picture which attempts to treat spiritual tbomos by 
dramELtfc representation. These are (as their advocates 
dare not deny) frank imitationa of the authentic Holly- 
wood variet^'n but the tnith lequhts me to say that 
they are Infinitely below th<^Lr nuKlels, being mostly 
awkward^ amateurwh anil, from an artislie standpoint, 
hopelessly and piteou^ly hud. 

These pictures are produced by ncting a rch- 
gious story before the camera. Take for example the 
famous and beautiffd stOT>' of the Prodigal Son. This 
would be made into a movie hy treating the narrative 
^ a sceDario, Stage scenery would be set up, attois 
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would take the roles of Father, Prod^al Son, Elder Bro- 
ther, etc. There would be plot, sequence and diamaKc 
denouement as in the ordinary tear jerJcer shown at the 
Bijou movie house on Main Street in any one of a thou- 
sand American towns. The stoj>' woild bo acted out, 
photogiaplied, run onto reels and shipped around the 
countr>' to be shown for a fee wherever desii'ed. 

The "service" where such a mo^'ie would he shown 
might seem much like any other service till time for 
the message from (he Word of God. Then the hght! 
would be put out and the picture turned on. The 
"message" would consist of this movie. Wliat followed 
the picture would, cf course, vary witli the circum- 
fitanees, but olCen an invitation song is sung and a 
lender appeal is made for erring sinner! to letum to 
Gad, 

Now, what is wrong with all this? Why should 
any man object to this or go out of liis way to oppose 
lis use in Ihe house of God? Hate is my answer. 

1, 
It oiolates 
the scriphtriil law of he/irin^. 

The power of speech js a noble gift of God. In J 

his ability to open his rnouth and by means of words j 

mate his fellows know what is going on inside his t 
mind, a man shares one of the prerogatives of the 



Creator. In its ability to understand the spoken word 
the human mind rises unique above all the lower 
creation. The gift which enables a man to translate 
abstract ideas into sounds is a badge of bis honor as 
made in the image of God, 

Written or printed words are sound symbols and 
are tianslated by the mind into hoarmj;, Ilieroglj-phics 
and ideograms were the first syHltjoIs used to represent 
ideas, These ideograms were, in effect, not pictui'es but 
letters, and the letters were agreed-upon marts which 
stood for agreed-upon ideas. Thus words, whether 
spoken or written, are a medium for the eommuniea- 
tioQ of ideas. This is basic in human nature and stems 
from our divine origin. 

It is significant that when God gave to mankind 
Tlis great redemptive revelation He couched it in 
words. "And God spake ail these words" very well 
sums up the Bible's own account of how it got here. 
"Thus saith the Lord" is the constant refrain of the 
prophets. 'The words that I speak unto you, &By are 
sphit, and they are life," said oiir Lord to His hearers. 
Again He said. Tie that heateth my word, and be- 
lieveth on him that sent me, hath everlasting Lfe." 
Paul made words and faith to be inseparable: "Faith 
cmneth by heating, and hearing by the word of 
God." And he also said, "IIow sliall they liear without 
a preacher?" 
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Surely ]t requires no genius to see ibat the Bible 
ruies out pictures and (Iramatics as luedii for bringing 
faith and life to the human soul. 

The plain fact is tbat no vital spiritual truth can 
be esprossed by a picture. Actually all any pieluie can 
do 15 ti> recall ti> mind some truth alieady karned 
throijgjs the lamihai medium of tlie ipoken cir wiitteu 
word, RcHgiDHS instruction and svords aie bound 
together by a living cord and cannot be separatefl 
without fatal loss. The Spirit Hhiiself, teaching sound- 
kssly within the heart, makes u.'^e of ideiis previously 
received into the mind by means of words. 

If I am reminded that modem reUgious movies are 
'^somid" pictures^ malting use of die liuman voice to 
augment (lie diamatic actiofi, the answer is easy. Just 
as fat as the niovie dependi upon spoken words it 
makes pichires unnecessary; tlie picture is the very 
thing Eha.t dilTaentLkteh Ifetween the movie and the 
sermon. The ruovie oddreiiAes its message primarily 
to the i^yp-, and to tlie par only incidentally. W^ire the 
message addressed to the ear a& in the Scriptures, 
the ptclwe would have no meaning and couid be 
omitted withuut lo^& to the intended eiTeel. Wordi 
can say all that God intends tlicm to say, and this they 
can do without tlie aid of pictures. 

AOMJrding to yne pupulor theory the mind receives 
through the eye five times as much information as 
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througli the ear. As far as the eatemal shell of physical 
facts is concerned this may hold good, but when we 
toine to spiritual truth we are in another world en- 
tirely. In that world the Outer eye is not too important 
God addresses Ills jnessage to the hearing car. "We 
look," says Paul, "not at the drings which are s^ea, but 
at the things which aie not seen: for the things which 
are seen are temporal; but the things which arc not 
scon arc eternal." 'Hiis agrees with the whole burden 
of the Bible, winch teach&s us tliat we shonid withdraw 
our eyes from beholding visible things, aiid fasten the 
eyes of our hearts ujiou God while we reverently U?ten 
to His uttered words. 

"^he word is nigh theej e\'en m thy uioulli, and in 
thy beart: that is, the word of faitli, which we pieadi." 
Here, and not stmitwliere else, is the New Testament 
pattern, and no human being, iil?, and no :nigel Ironi 
heaven lias any right to alter that pattern- 

2. 

The religious movie emhodiea 

the ttivichiiicmis nittkin that mlieion is, 

oT can he nwde, u fomi of i^itetlainmeni. 

Thiij nolion has come upon us lately like a tidul 
wave and is either openly taught or laciLly assumed 
by increasing numbers of people. Sinci? it is inestri- 
cably bound up with the subject under disuussioii T had 
better say moio about it. 
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The idea that religion sliould bo entertaining has 
made some radical diaiiges in the evangelical picture 
within this generaUoii, It has fjivcn us not only the 
"gosp[?l" niHvie but a new type of rcligiuijs juumahsm 
as wdl It lias created a new kind of magazine for 
dmrcjh people, whicli can bo read friim cover to cover 
witliuut effort, williout tboiight— and without profit. 
It has alio brought a veritable flood of religious fiction 
with pl.isdc heroines and bloodless heroes like no one 
who lias ever hved upon this well known terrestrial 
ball. 

That religion and amusement are forever opposed 
lo eaeh other by their veiy e.«ential natures is appar- 
ently not known to this new school of religious 
enteilaineii. Their effort fo sUp up on the reader and 
administer a quiek shot of saving truth while his mmd 
is OD soniething else is not only futile, it is, in fact, 
not too far short of being plain dishonest The hope 
that tliey can convert a man while he is occupied with 
the doings of some imaginarj' hero reminds cue of the 
story of the Catbolie missionary who used to sneak up 
on sick people and children and splash a little holy 
water on them to guarantee theii- pas.sage to tlie eity 
of gold. 

1 believe that most responsible religious teacliers 
will agree that any effort lo teach spiritual truth 
through entertainment is at best futile and at worst 
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positively infuriouii to the soul, But entertainment 
pfl.y3 offj and the ceonomic co:isidoiafion is always a 
poiverful om: iQ deciding what ihall and tv]iat shaU 
not be offered to the public - — even in the churches. 

Deep spiritual experiences ceme only from much 
study, earnest prjyEi aiid long iiiedLtalion. It is true 
that men by thinking cannot find God; it is also true 
that men cannot know God very well without a lot of 
reverent thi irking RellgJcjus movies, by appealing 
dirpftly to the shiillowest stratum of our minds, ujuinot 
but create bad mental habits which unfit the soul tot 
the reeeptioti of genuine spiritual impressions. 

Religious rnovits are mistakenly tlunfght by some 
people to be blessed of the l/>rd because many com^ 
away from them with moist eyes. If this is a proof of 
God's blessing, then we might as well go the whole 
way and assert that e\'ery show that brings tears is 
of God. Those who attend the theater know how 
often the audiences are moved to tears by the joys and 
sorrows of tlie highly paid eotertainers who kiss and 
emote and murder and die for the purpose of exciEing 
the spectator? to a high pitch of emotional e:f<:itement. 
Men and women who aie dedicated to sin and ap- 
pointed to death may nevertheless weep in sympathy for 
the painted actors and be not one bit the better for It. 
The emotions have had a beautifnl time, but the will 
is left untouched. The religious movie is sure lo draw 
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togetlier a goodly niimbpr af persons who cajinot dis- 
tfiiguish the twinges of vicarious sjicpfltliy from the 
true operations of the Hoiy Gliost 



3. 

The religious Jiutvie in a menace 
to trjie religion because it embodies 
acting, a uiotflKmi af sincerity. 

Without doubt the mi>sl precious tluug auy man 
posSGEsea is bis individu^led beiiif;! tlmt by whitli be w 
himself aud not someone ehe: t}iat which, cannot be 
finally voided by [be man himself uoi sliared wiUi 
another. Each one of t.ls, bowevor buinble our plate 
in tlie social sclieiuo, is iiiuqiie in urtiution. Kach is 
a new whole man possessing liis own sepaiate "I-ness" 
which makes him forever something apart, an iodi- 
vidual hmuau being. It Is this (jiiality of uniqueness 
which permits a man to enjoy every reward of virtue 
and makei liuji re&pousible for cvcty sin. If is his 
selfn^ss, which will peisiil forever, and which dis- 
tinguishes hiin from every iTeatiirc which Iras been 
or ever will be cteated. 

Because man is such a being as this gU mnval 
leacheiE, and especially Christ and tlis apostles, make 
sincerity to be basic in the good hfe. The word, as 
the New Testament uses it, icfors to (he practice of 
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holding Sue pMtiry up to tlie sun to test it for purity. 
In die white light of the sun all foreign substances wbtb 
instaufly exposed. So tlie test of sincerity is basic In 
nmnan charactCT. The sincere man is one in whom is 
found nothing foreign; he is all of one piece; lie lias 
preserved his individuahty unviolated, 

Smcerity for each man means slaying In character 
leitk himself. Christ's controversy with the Pharisees 
centered around their incuiable habit of moral play 
acting. The Pharisee constantly pretended to be 
what he was not. He attempted to vacate his own 
"i-nesb" and appear in that of oiiother and better man. 
lie assumed a false ijiaracter and played it fot eiect. 
Christ said he was a hj'puorite. 

It is nioi-e than an etymological accident (liat the 
word "hypocrite" comes from the stage, It means 
actor. Wilh that instinct for fitness wliich usually 
mails word origins, it has been used lo siguify one 
who has violated his sincerity and is playing a false 
part. An actur is one who assumes a diaractcr other 
than his own and plays it lor effect. The more fully 
he can become possessed by ancithet personality the 
bcffci he is as an actor. 

Bacon has said something to the effect that there 
are some professions of such nature that the more 
skillfully a man can work at them the worse man he is, 
Tliat perfectly describes file profession of acting. 
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Stepping out of oiir UOTi churacter for any reason is 
always dangerriusH and may be fatal to (be soul. How- 
ever innocent bis intentions, a man who assumes a 
faTse diaractj^r has Iwrtrayed his own soul and has 
detply iiijfirEjd sumetliing sacred within hinir 

No one who has been in the presence of the Most 
Holy One^ who has felt how high is the solemn privi- 
lege of bearing His image, will pvw again consent to 
play a part or to trifle with that most sacred thing, his 
own deep sincere heart. He will theteaiter be con- 
strained to be no one but himseU, to preserve rev- 
erently the sincerity of his own soiil. 

In order to produce a rcbgioiis mo\'ic someone 
must, for the timcH disguise? hi^ individuality and 
simulate that of another. His action^ must be judged 
fraudulent, and those who watch them with approval 
share in the fraud. To prsrend to pray, to simulate godly 
sorrow, to play at ivorsMp before the cameira for effect — 
how utterly ihoctijig to the reverent heart! How can 
Christians who approve lliis gross pretense ever mider- 
stand the value of sincerity as taught by our Lord? What 
will be the end ol a generation of Christians fed on such 
a diet of deception disguised as the faith of our fathers? 

The plea that all this must be good because it is 
done for the glorj- of God is a goisamec-lhin bit of 
lationaliiing which should not fool anyone above the 
mental age ol sii. Such an argument paraQeU the ^il 



rule of eupedienc/ which holds that the end is eveiy- 
thfng^ and sanctifies the means, however cvil^ if only 
the end be commcndablcr The wise student of history 
will recognize thii hninoral doctrine. The Splrit-Icd 
Churc^h will have no part of it 

It is not uncommon to find around the theater 
hunmn flotsam and fctsam washed up by the years, 
men and women who have played false part? so long 
that the power to be sincere has forrvcr gonn from 
them. They arc doomed to everlasting duplicity. Every 
act of their hvcs is faked, every smile is false, every 
tone of their voice artificiaL The cuise does not come 
causeless. It is not by chance (hat the actor's profes- 
sion has been notoriously dissolute. Holl>'wood and 
Broadway are two sources of corruption which may 
yet turn America into a Sodom and lay her glory in 
the dust. 

The profe&sion of acting did not ori^ate with the 
Hebrews, It js not a part of the divine pattern. The 
Bible mentions it, but never approves it. Drama, as it 
has come down to us, had its rise in Greece. It was 
originally a part of the ^vorshIp of the god Dionysus 
and was cairied on with dmnken revelry, 

The Miracle Flays of medieval limes have been 
brought forwaid to justify the inodem leligious mo\ie. 
That is an unfortunate weapon to choose for the defense 
of the movie, for it will surely harm the man who uses 
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it more than any argument 1 could thhik of just off- 
hand. 

The Miracle Plays had their big nm In the Middle 
Ages, They were dramatic perfonnances with religious 
Iheme^ staged for the ^otertainmeut of the populace. 
At their best they wkek luiiiguided efiorts tt> teach 
spiritual tnidis by dramalie representatioiii at their 
worst they were shoekiogly irreverent and thoroughly 
reprehensible. la some of them the Eternal God was 
poitrayed as en old man dressed in white with a gilt 
wig! To fumisTi lew comedy, the devil hiinself was 
introduced loi tTie itage and allowed to cavort for the 
amusBmoiil: of Ihc spcclatars. Bibb themes were used, 
as in the modern movie, but thi'i did not save the whole 
thing ti"om becoming so corrupt that the Roman 
Chuich had finally to prohibit its priests from having 
any fiuther part in it. 

Those who would appeal for precedent to the Mir- 
acle Flays hav-e certainly overlooked some important 
facts. For instance, the vogtte cf the Miracle Pl'it/ coin- 
cided exactly with the mo^/ iliimaUy conupt period ihe 
Church has ever hiown. When llie Chui'ch enietged 
at last from its long moral night these plays lost popu- 
larity and finally passed away. And be it remembered, 
the iiistjument God Jiscd to bring ths Church out of ihc 
darkness ivas not drama; U was ths biblical one of Spirit- 
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bi^tized preaching. Serious minded men thundered the 
truth and the peopfe turned to God, 

Indeed, histoty will show that tio spiritual advance^ 
no rscivat. jm) upsurge of spiritual Ufe has ever been 
associated with acting in any form. The Holy Spirit 
never honyrs pretense. 

Can it be that the historic pattern vi being re- 
peated? That the appearance of the rehgious mo\ie is 
symptomatic of the low state of spiritual liealth we 
arc in lodayP I fear so. Only the jibNenge of the Holy 
Spirit from the pulpit and Jock of true discernment on 
the part of professing CluLstians can account for the 
spread of religious drama among sO-c!ylled evaiigeUcal 
churches. A Spirit-fiUed church could not tolerate it. 

4, 

They who present (he gospel movie 
(?u:j? U to thu public to giue 
hlhlical authority for their act: 
and this theij have not done. 

The Church, as long as she is fcllowing her Lord, 
goes along ui Bible ways and can ^ve a scriptural 
reason for lier conduct, Her membeis meet at stated 
times to ptay together: this has bibhcal authority 
back of it They gather to hear the Word of God 
expounded: this goes back In almost unbiolien con- 
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tinuity to Moses. They sing p&alnis and hymns and 
spiiilualsoQg^: so they aje coimiiitcded by tht; apostle. 
They vi^it tlie sick aud relieve the sufferings of the 
poor; for tiiis they have both precept and enainple in 
Holy Writ. They lay up iheir gifl^ -ind bring them aJ 
stati?d times to Ehc chui-cli os ghapel to be used in tlie 
Lord's work; Lhis also fdllows tlie scilptitral pattern. 
Thoy teach and train and Instructj tliey appoint tcacliers 
and pastors and inissiouaiiiM and send them out lu do the 
work foi which the Spuit bas giftiid them: aD this h-As 
plain soripLiiud authoiity behind it. Tliey baptist; and 
break bread and witness to the lost; they cling together 
thioiigh iLick and tliirj; they bear cadi otlier's burdena 
and shdctr each otlier'siortow^s: iTiis is as it should be, and 
for 'dl\ this there is fuQ authority. 

Now, for the reUgious itK/tie mhere is the atithoritri? 
For sitch a tenous departure from the ancient pattecn, 
where !i the authority? For introducing into the Chutch 
the pagan art of acthig, where is the aulhority? Let 
the movie advocates cjnote ]ust one \-erse, hoia any 
book of the Bible, in any translation, to justify its use. 
This they cannol do. The he^t they can do is to appeal to 
the world's psychology or repeat brightly that "modem 
times call fur modem methods." But the Scriptures — 
quote from them one ver&o to aiithori:4e movie acting 
as an mstrumuut of tlie Hyly Ghostr This they cannot 
do. 
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Eveiy suicere Clnistian must Und scriptural au- 
tliority for tlio religious movie or reject it. and every 
producer of such jnovies, if he would square himself 
before the faces of honesL and j"e\'erenl men, must 
either ibow scjiptural credentials or go out of business. 

But, ^jys someone, tliere is nolliing unsci'iplural 
about the rehgious movie; it fi merely a new medium 
for the uLtoiancc ol Ihe old message, as printing is a 
newer ajid better method of writing and tlic ladio an 
amph^calion of famihar humaa gpeedi. 

To this 1 reply: The movie is not the jnodemiza- 
tioQ or tmpiovement of any sciiptural melLod; rather 
it is a medliiin m LUcIf wdjoll) foreign to the Bibk and 
altogetlier uniuithurized l}ierein. It is play acting — 
("it that, and nolhiiig more. It is the introduction into 
the work of God of that wliicli L> ncit neutral, but 
entirely l>ad. The printing press Is neutral; so is the 
radio; bO ih the camera, 'lliey may be used for good 
Or bad pucposes at the will of the user. But play acting 
is bad iu its essence in that it involves the simulation 
of elnobiou^ not actually felt. It embodies a gross moi"al 
conEradierion in that it calls a be to the service of 
tnith, 

Arguments for the religious movie arc sometimes 
clever and always shallow, but Ihete is never any real 
attempt to cito scriptural authority. Anything that 
can be said for the movie can be sa.id also for aesthetic 
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dancing, wliiuli is a highly touted medium for teaching 
rcligloua Inith by appeal lo tbe eye. Its aiivocates 
grow eloquent in its pi-aise— Ijut where is it indicated 
in the blueprint? 



Goil has ordained foiiT methodn oidy 
hij which Truth shdl premi!— 
ami the religious jtuJtfc 
is not ona of them. 

Williont attempting to arnmge these motliods in 
order of iniportanw, they are (I) prayer, (2) sang, 
(S) proekmation of the mesage by mean? of words, 
and (4) gocid wiirfcs. These ate the fniu: main methods 
which Gud has blessed, All other biblienl methods arp 
sub-divisions of these and stay wilhiu Qieir framework. 

Notice these in order. (1) Spirit-hiirdcncd prayer. 
Tliis has been through the eentnrie.s a powerful agent 
for the spread of saving tiuth among men. A praying 
Church Ciiriied the message of the Cross to the whole 
known world within two centoriei alter the coming of 
tho Holy Spirit at recteeost. Read llie Book of Auts 
and s(^e what prayer has done and tan do when it is 
miido in true loith. 

(2) Spirji-inspired song h.n been anotlier mighty 
instrument in the spread of tlie Word among mankind. 
When the Chuidi sings in the Spirit she draws men 
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unto Christ. Wheie her song has been ecstatic enpres- 
hion of resurrection ]oy it has acted wonderfully i't pre- 
pare hearts for the savin;;! message. This has no reference 
to professional religious singers, expeiisive choirs nor Jhe 
popular ''gospel'^ chorus. Tljese for the time we leave 
out of consideration. But I Qiink no one will deny 
thai the sound of a Christian hynni huug by sinceie 
an J humble persons can have a tremendous and 
permanent effect for good. The Welsh rei-ival is a 
fair modem example of this, 

(3) In tlie Old Testamont, as weH as in the New, 
when Cod would impiirt His mind to men He em- 
bodied it in a message and sent men out to proclaim 
it. This was done by means of speaking and writing 
on the part of the messenger, ft was received by 
heating and reading on the piirt of those to whom it 
was sonl. Wc ate all famihar wilh the vorsc, "Speak 
ye comforiablv to Jenisaiem, and ay unto her." John 
the Bapti'it was called, "Thi^ cwicd? cif him that crteth in 
the wilderness." Again wc have, "-^nd I heai-d a voice 
from heaven sayUig unto me, ^'rite!' And the Aposlle 
John opens hiii great worli called the Bevelation by pro- 
nouricing a blessing tipon him that teodsth and them 
that hear and keep the words of the prophecy and the 
things wiiith are jrrifti^n therein. The two words "pro- 
claim" and'^publish"stm]upGod's will as it touches His 
Word. In the Bible, men for the most part wrote what 
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had been ^oketi; m our lime men are commissioned 
lo speak wliat ha? Iweii utrittenr In both caae;* tlie ageiil 
isa word.ncverapittiire.u dance nor a pageant, 

(4) By His lieuliug deeds our Lcjnl opened the 
wav for His ^iiving words. Ha went about <ltJiiig good, 
and Hi? Church is comnumded to do the same, Fabet 
understood this when he wn»t€?, 

"And proach thee, loo, as love knows how 
By kindly di?eJs and virtaou? life," 
Church liistory 1:1 replete wilh instanees of missiouacies 
and teachers who prepared tlie way for their mes^itge 
with deeds of mercy shown ta men and wamen who 
were at first hostile but who melted under the warm 
rays ot prjc^cal kindiicises shown to them in time ol 
needr If anyone ■ihoold olijeet to ealUng good works 
a method, 1 would not argue the point. Perhaps il 
would be more accurate to say that they are an over- 
flow into evtrydny life of the reality of what is being 
proclaimed. 

These arc God's appointed methods, set forth In 
tlie Bible and confirmed In centuries of practical appli- 
cation, T^ie intrusion of other methods Is nnscriptural, 
unwarranted and in violation of spWtual laws as old 
as the world r 

The whole preaoli-the-gospel-wlth-movies Idea Is 
founded upon the Sume hji^ic assinnptions as Modem- 
ism, namely, that the Word of God is not final, and 
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that we of tins day have a perfect right to add to it or 
alter it wherever we ibiiik we can improve it 

A brazen ejuimple of iltis attitude came to my atten- 
tion recently. Preliminary printed matter has been sent 
out announcLng that a new organization is in process 
of being fnrmed. U is to be called the Tntcmational 
Radio and Screen Artistic Guild," and one of its two 
major objectives is to promote the movie as a medium 
for the spread of the gospel- Its sponsors, apparexitly. 
arc not Modemisthj but confessed Fundamentalists. 
Some of its declared purposes are; to produce movies 
"with or without a Cliristian slant"; to raise and mafn- 
taui higher standards in the movie field (this would 
he done, it says here* by having 'much prayer" with 
leaders of the movie industry)^ to "challenge people, 
espedally yoimg people, to those Belds as they are 
cImUenged to go to foreign fields." 

This last point should not be allowed lo pass v/ith- 
out some of us doing a little challenging on our own 
acconnt. Does this new organi^atiou JLctually propose 
ia seriousness to add another gift to the gifts of the 
Spirit listed in the New Testament? To the nnmber of 
the Spirit's gifts, such as pastor^ leaclier, evangelist, is 
there now to be ,added another, the gift of the Ttiniie 
actor? To the appeal for consecrated Ghristian young 
people to serve as missiooBries on die foreign field is 
there to be added an appeal for young people to 
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serve as movie actots? That is eitactly whut thiii Tiew 
organiziitdoii does propose in cold lyjie over tlie signa- 
ture! of i(s temporary ehiilnuaii. Instf^ad af the Holy 
Spifil Eoymg, "Sepuratc mc BaEnabas and SauJ for the 
work whcroimto I have called ^lienij" thtiie ptfOple will 
malto use of what they ep3l a '^Christian talent listing," 
to consist of the names of "Christian" acCors who have 
received the Spirt's gift to be used in making religious 
movies. 

Thug the order set up in the New Testament is 
ofrtJtily violated, and by professed lovers of the gospel 
who say unto Jcsm. "Lonl, Lord, " but openly set aside 
Hia Lordship whenever they de^re. No amount of 
smooth talk can evplam away this seiious act of in- 
subordination. 

Saul lost a kingdom when he "forced" himself and 
took profane liberties with the priesthood. Let these 
movie preachers look to their crown. They may End 
themselves on the road to En-dor some dark night 
soon. 

6, 

The religious movie is out of harmmof 
wUh the wiufte spirit of the Scriptures 
and contrary to the mood of irvs Godliness. 

To harmonize the spirit of the rehgious movie with 
the spirit of tlie Sacred Scriptures is inipossiblt. Any 
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companion is grotesque iUjd, if it were not so serious* 
would be downright fimny. Try lo imagine )^i(ah 
appearing bcfojc Aliab with a roll (^ filml Imagine 
Peter Atandmg up at Pentecoit and pjaymg, "Let's have 
the liglUfi out, plenser" When Jeremiah hesitiited to 
piophesy, on the pica that lio was not a fluent speaker, 
God touched his moitth and said, "1 have put my words 
in thy mouth." Perhaps Jeremiah oould have gotten 
on well enough without the divine touch if he had bad 
a good IGmm. piojcctor and a rod of homc-Ealcnt Rlinr 
Lot a man dare lo coiniKire his rehgious movie show 
with (he spirit of the Book of Acts. Let him try to find 
a place for it in the twelfth chapter of Ffrit Corui- 
thians. Let him set it be^id*; Savonarola's passionate^ 
preaching, or Luther's thimdcring, or Wesley's heav- 
enly scnnons^ or Edward's a'A'ful appcaLir. If he cannot 
see the diflereiiee hi kinii, then be is too blind to be 
trusted with leadership in the Church of the living 
God The cinly thing ihat he can do appropriate to 
the eireumstancos is to drop to his knees and cry with 
poor BflTttaifeus, "Lord, that I might receive my 
sight- 
But some &ay, "We do not propose to displace the 
regular method of preacliing the goiptiL Wr only want 
to supplement it." To this I answer. If tl:be movie is 
needed to supplement anointed preachinj; it can only 
be beoause God's appointed metlioj is inadequate 
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and tiie movie cart do something which God*B ap- 
pointed method caniiol do. What is that thing? We 
freely granl Ihat tlie movie con produce effects which 
preaching canncit produce (and which it should never 
try to prodiicie), but dare we strive for such effects in 
the hg]it of God's revealed wiQ and in the face of the 
judgment and a long ettmitj'? 

7. 

7 am ngfljnrf the religious moDle 
because of the harmful effect 
upon eceryone associated wilk it, 

F'a^t, the evil effect upon tlie "actors" who play 
the pyrt yf the varioui charnttcrs in the showi this 
is not the liB5 because: it is unstisppcted. Who can. 
while in a state of fellowship with God, date to plai) 
a1 being a prophet? Who has the ga!l to pretend to 
be an apostle, oven in a show? \Micrc is his reverence? 
Where is his fear? Where is his humility? Any oae who 
can bring hlmselE to act ct part for any purpose^ lUusC 
Era t have grieved the Spirit and silenced His voice within 
tliR Jieart. Then the wliole business will appear good to 
him. "He fccdelh on ashes: a deceived heart lias 
turned him aside," But he cannot escape tlie secret 
worling ol the ancient laws of the soul. Something 
high and fine and grand will die within hinii and worst 
of all he will never suspect it. That is the curse that 
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follows self-infury always. The Fluuisees were examples 
of thin. They were walking dejd inen, and diey never 
dreamed how dead they were. 

Secondly, it idetiti£«5 rehgion with the theatrical 
world. I have seen recently in a Fundamental magazine 
Bit adveitisement of a religions fiJm wldch would be 
aItQg[?ther at home on the theatrical page ^lu any city 
newspaper. Illustrated with the usual sex-bait picture 
of a young man and young woman in n teLider embrace, 
and spangled widi such woids as "feature-leuglh, drama, 
pathos, loinante/' It recked of Hollywood and the cheap 
movio house. By such bu^ineiA ^^e aie selling out our 
Christian scparoEion, and nuthnig but firitf can com? 
of it late or aixin. 

Thirdly, the taste for drama which these pictures 
develop In the mindi of the yomi^ will not long lemaitj 
satisfied ^vith the iTifiirior stuEF the rehgioii^ movii: can 
offerr Our young people will demand the real thufg; 
and what can we reply when (hey ask why they should 
not patronize tho regular movie house? 

Fourthly^ the rising geneiation wdl nytuially cifme 
to look upon religion aN anotlier, and inltfriorj fiirm of 
amusement, In fact, the present generation has done 
this to an alarming extent ah'oady, and the gospel movie 
feed^ [lie notion by fusing ielifiii:>n and fun in the name 
of orthodoxy. It t^kes no great insight to see that the 
religious mavle must become increasingly more thrilling 
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as the tas"tps of the spectators become more and more 
stimiilated. 

Fifthly, the religious movie is the lazy preaclier^s 
friend. If ihe present vojiiit; coritinm;:, ti» :spr<'ad ft will 
aot be long l>efore any man with enough ability to make 
an audible prayer, and mentality' enough to focus a 
pTQfi^ctor, will be able to pass for a propher of the Most 
High God. Tho man of Cod can jilay yronnd all week 
longanclconieiip to STinday without a earCr Everylhing 
has been dont for him aC the 5tudio. He has only to set 
up th« screen and lawer the liglils, and the rest foUoivs 
painlessly. 

Wherever the movie Is used the prophet is displaced 
by the projector. The Tefl'it such di&plnccd prophets can 
do is to itdTnit that they are technicians and not preach- 
ers. Let them admit lliat they are not ^ent-mon, or- 
dained of God for a aacred wflrk. Let them refuse 
ordination and put away their pretense. 

Allowing thnt there may be some who have been 
truly ealled and gifted of God, biit whi> ha.ve allowed 
themselves to be taken hi by this new plaything, the 
danger to such Is still gcent. As lung as the>' can fall 
back upon Ihe movio, (he pr^nsure thfit makes preacheys 
will Jte wantiug. The habit and rhifth^i which belong to 
great preaching will he mi^ning from their ministry. 
However great their natural gifts, however real thdr 
enduement of power, still they will ne\-er rise. They 
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cannot ivlijle this broken reed lie^ t^lo-se ut hand to aid 
tliein in the Crisis, 'llie xnovje will doom them to be 
ordinnry. 

In conclufion 

One diing may bother some eanmt soul«; why so 
many good people approve the ryhgkms movie. The 
list uf those who are enthusiastic about It Includes many 
who cannot bo written off as horder-Une Christians, If 
it is an evil, why have not these df?nounced it? 

The answer iu, htck of spiritual discemmsnt. Many 
who arc turning to the movie are the same wlwj have, 
by direct teaching or by neglect, dfseredited the work 
of the Floly Spirit They have apologized for the Spirit 
and so hedged Him in by their unbelief that it has 
amounted (o an out-and-out repudiation. Now we are 
paying tlie price of our folly The light has gone out and 
good men arc forced to starable aroimd in the darkness 
of th(3 hiiTUHn Entelleet. 

The rohgious movie Is at present undergoing a period 
of gestation and sceins about to swami up over the 
ehurclies like j cloud f»f locusts out of the earth. The 
figrm? is aceuratei they are coming from below, not 
from above. Tlie whole modem psycholcjgy has been 
prepared for thLs inviLsIoii of insccrts. The Fundamental- 
fsts have bficome wHfry of manna and arc longing for 
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red flesh, Wbal they are getting is a soixy substitute for 
the lusty and uniiilubiled pleasiues of the woild, but 1 
supp&st! it Li betler Ihjji iiotliiug, auj it savK £acK by 
pretending tO be ipiiitual. 

Let us not for tliesake of peace keep still while meu 
without spiiitual iosigbt dictate the diet upon which 
God's childteti shall feed. 1 heard the president of n 
Chjistian college say ^ome time ago that ihe Church is 
suffering from Ju "epidemic of aniateurism." That re- 
mark is &ad]y Gue, and the leligious movie represents 
amaCeui'ism gone wild. Unity auioug professing Cliris- 
tlans is to be desired, but not at ihe expanse of ligbteous- 
ness. It is good to go with the iiock, btU I for one refuse 
miitely to follow a misled flock over a precipice. 

If God has given wisdom to £eE tlie error (if religioiu^ 
shows wo owe it to the Church t'> oppose ihem openly. 
We dai"e not take refuge in "guilly silence." Error is 
riOt Silenti it is highly vocal and ainazini^ly agjires&ive. 
We dare not be less so. Dut let us take heart: tliere ar« 
still many ihousandi of Cliri^tiaii people wlio grieve to 
see the world take over If we diaw die line and call 
arteatiou to it we m^y be siirpiised how many people 
will come Ovei on oar side and help n^ to ihiv? frum 
the Church llus Litest invader, the Spirit of Ifollywood. 
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